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    IƻƭƛŘŀȅ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 

 
Sunday, December 2  - First Sunday in Advent 
 
 10:00 a.m. Worship - Communion Served 
 
  

Wednesday, December 5 
 

6:00 p.m. Casual worship  -  The Gift of the Nutcracker week 2 
  
 
Sunday, December 9 - Second Sunday in Advent 

 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School -  Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal during 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Worship ï The Childrenôs Christmas Program 
                                       

 
Wednesday, December 12 

 
6:00 p.m. Casual worship  -  The Gift of the Nutcracker week 3 

 
  
Sunday, December 16  - Third Sunday in Advent 

 
10:00 a.m. Worship/Sunday School - Congregational Budget Meeting follows worship 

  
 
Wednesday, December 19 

 
6:00 p.m. Casual worship  - The Gift of the Nutcracker final week 

  
 
Sunday, December 23  - Fourth Sunday in Advent 

 
10 a.m. Worship   

 
  
Monday, December 24  - Christmas Eve 

 
7:00 p.m. Family Candlelight Service of 
Lessons & Carols 
 
  
Tuesday, December 25 - Christmas Day 
 
  
Sunday, December 30 
 
10 a.m. Worship (no Sunday School) 
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United Church of Christ 
Board Members 

Moderator 
Tim Sweet 

Church Council 
Gary Thede - Trustee 
Gregg Moser - Trustee 
Michele Cooper - Trustee 
Ginger Bouska  - Diaconate/Worship Team 
Jayne Love - Christian Education 
Carie Sager - Christian Education 

Council At Large 
Brian Scheumann 
Gary Cronan 
Chelsea Wyatt 
 

Staff 
Pastor Joel Love 
Barbara Brandt - Parish Adm. 
Dian Junker - Financial Secretary 
Sara Roth - Choir Director 
 

Trustees 
Dave Freeseman 
Gregg Moser 
Steve McKinstry 
Gary Thede 
Michele Cooper 
Dennis Graeber 
Allen Hansen 

 

Diaconate/Worship Team 
Denise Freeseman 
Diane Staker 
Ginger Bouska 
Mary Lou Moser 
Nancy Jungling 
Barb Brandt 
Jayne Love 
Allen Hansen 
Gary and Doree  Cronan 
Nancy Lauterbach 
Shawna Jones 
 

Christian Education 
Jill Lauterbach 
Gina Mathern 
Jenni Cooper 
Jayne Love 
Cody Bystricky 
Kristy Giesking 

United Church of Christ Newsletter: 
Gregg Moser 
greggam@reinbeck.net 
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Budget Meeting for  

Approval of 2019 Budget  
Our Budget meeting for approving the 2019 General 
Fund Budget will be held on Sunday, December 16th, 
immediately following the Worship Service.  Mem-
bers of the Church Council, along with the Trustees 
and Joint Budget Committee will be presenting a 2019 
budget which will represent an overall increase of just 
under 1%. 

You received a copy of the proposed 2019 budget in 
the November newsletter for your perusal.  Please 
bring any questions you might have to the December 
16th meeting.  Remain in the sanctuary for the meet-
ing. 

Church Decorating for the 

Advent/Christmas Season 

On Sunday, November 25th, we decorated the Church 
for the Advent/Christmas Season. 

A light meal  was served after we were done decorat-
ing.  Tracy Thede made her specialty, white chili, Bri-
an Scheumann provided corn bread muffins, and Mary 
Lou Moser and Nancy Lauterbach provided bars.  

Thanks to all of the great group that helped out. 
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Season of Advent û 
The Advent Wreath 
The Advent wreath is a symbol of the beginning of the Church year in many churches as well as homes. It is a 
circular evergreen wreath (real or artificial) with five candles, four around the wreath and one in the center. 
Since the wreath is symbolic and a vehicle to tell the Christmas story, there are various ways to understand 
the symbolism. The exact meaning given to the various aspects of the wreath is not as important as the story 
to which it invites us to listen, and participate. 

The circle of the wreath reminds us of God, Godôs eternity and endless mercy, which has no beginning or end. 
The green of the wreath speaks of the hope that we have in God, the hope of newness, of renewal, of eternal 
life. Candles symbolize the light of God coming into the world through the birth of Godôs son. The four outer 
candles represent the period of waiting during the four Sundays of Advent, which themselves symbolize the 
four centuries of waiting between the prophet Malachi and the birth of Christ. 

The colors of the candles vary with different traditions, but 
we use three purple candles, and one pink.  

One of the purple candles is lighted the first Sunday of Ad-
vent, and the light of the can- dle itself becomes an important 
symbol of the season. The light reminds us that Jesus is the 
light of the world that comes into the darkness of our lives to 
bring newness, life, and hope. It also reminds us that we 
are called to be a light to the world as we reflect the light of 
God's grace to others (Isa 42:6). The progression in the 
lighting of the candles sym- bolizes the various aspects of 
our waiting experience. As the candles are lighted over the 
four week period, it also sym- bolizes the darkness of fear and 
hopelessness receding and the shadows of sin falling away 
as more and more light is shed into the world. The flame of 
each new candle reminds the worshippers that something is 
happening, and that more is yet to come. Finally, the light that 
has come into the world is plainly visible as the Christ can-
dle is lighted on Christmas Eve, and worshippers rejoice 
over the fact that the hope and promise of long ago has 
been realized. 

The first candle is traditional- ly the candle of Expectation or 
Hope This draws attention to the anticipation of the coming of 
an Anointed One, a Messiah, that weaves its way like a golden thread through Old Testament history. As 
Godôs people were abused by power hungry kings, led astray by self-centered prophets, and lulled into apathy 
by half-hearted religious leaders, there arose a longing among some for God to raise up a new king who could 
show them how to be Godôs people. They yearned for a return of Godôs dynamic presence in their midst. 

And so, God revealed to some of the prophets that indeed God would not leave Godôs people without a true 
Shepherd. While they expected a new earthly king, their expectations fell far short of Godôs revelation in 
Christ. And yet, the world is not yet fully redeemed.  So, we again with expectation, with hope, await Godôs 
new work in history, the second Advent, in which God will again reveal Godôs self to the world. And we under-
stand in a profound sense that the best, the highest of our expectations will fall far short of what our Lordôs 
Second Advent will reveal! 

The remaining three candles of Advent are Love, Joy, Peace, and are geared to unfolding the story of redemp-
tion through Godôs grace in the Incarnation. 

The third candle, usually for the Third Sunday of Advent, is traditionally Pink and symbolizes Joy at the soon 
Advent of the Christ.  It marks a shift from the more solemn tone of the first two Sundays of Advent that focus 
on Preparation and Hope, to a more joyous atmosphere of anticipation and expectancy.   

The center candle is white and is called the Christ Candle.  Our tradition is to light it on Christmas Eve. The 
central location of the Christ Candle reminds us that the incarnation is the heart of the season, giving light to 
the world. 
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RESPONSIBLITIES for DECEMBER 2018 

Womenõs Fellowship   

Deacons/Worship Committee 

Candle Lighter 

Lay Reader 

Coffee Shop 
Sunday Mornings 

At 9:00 a. m. 

In the Chapel 

JOIN US!! 

Greeters 

Servers for Fellowship 

Wednesday casual worship 
at 6:00 p.m. 

Logan Giesking 

.Thursday, December 6  -  6:00 p. m. 

Christmas Pot Luck at the home of Nancy Lauterbach 

. 

Tuesday, December 11th, at 6:00 p. m. 

Special Holiday Dinner at the home of Nancy Lauterbach. 

Dec.   2  -  Del and Nancy Jumgling 

Dec.   9  -  Phil and Nancy  Lauterbach 

Dec. 16  -  Gary and Doree Cronan 

Dec. 23  -  Dave and Denise Freeseman 

Dec. 24  -   Vern and Julie Knaack 

Dec. 30  -  Walt and Connie Miller 

Dec.   2  -  Janelle Boldt 

Dec.   9  -  Tracy Thede 

Dec. 16  -  Jessie Blohm 

Dec. 23  -  Donna Peters 

Dec. 30  -  Ann Rae Billerbeck 

Dec.   2  -   

Dec.   9  -  Christmas Program and Kids will serve bars 

       and cookies following program 

Dec. 16  -   

Dec. 23  -  Dave and Denise Freeseman 

Dec. 30  -   

NEED SERVERS 

Barb Brandt and Ginger Bouska 

CHOIR is now on Monday at 6:30 p. m. 

Church Council 
Wednesday, December 13  -  7:15 p. m. 
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Our Christmas Mission Project  

Christmas in 
Grundy County 
The gigantic box is back in the upper hallway!   
We have a big job ahead of us to fill that box as 
full as we can by December 2nd. 

Yep, itôs ñChristmas In Grundy Countyò a wonderful 
program that empowers families and building com-
munity through the power of exchange.  Christmas in 
Grundy County is a one-day event that allows par-
ents who may be struggling financially this holiday 
season, the opportunity to shop for Christmas gifts 
for their own children. 

Please take a tag from the tree in the upper hallway, 
purchase the gift and bring it back (unwrapped) to 
the church and place it in the box in the upper hall.   
We need to have all gifts in by December 2nd.   You 
may also donate cash. There are also several ways 
in which you can volunteer either on December 7th 
(help with setting up) or December 8th (the day of the 
Christmas Store).  Please go to 
www.christmasingrundycounty.org  to find the volun-
teer list, or let Barb know if you want to help out. 

For Steadfast Faith   

The Christmas Fund offering (sometimes called Vet-
erans of the Cross offering) is an expression of ap-
preciation and caring to those who served as clergy 
who are now retired or disabled and financially 
strained. During this holy time of year, the offering is 
a profound gift. It helps provide pension supple-
ments, health premium subsidies, emergency assis-
tance to active or retired clergy families, and Christ-
mas gift checks to hundreds of retirees and to those 
who are disabled. 

Offering envelopes are included in this issue of the 
newsletter.  You may send in your offering to the 
office or put it in the offering plate during December.  

Harvest Dinner  
The Church Council hosted another tasty Harvest 
Dinner on November 18th.  Members and friends 
enjoyed turkey, veggies, salads and some very 
wonderful desserts. 

Thanks to the members of the Church Council who 
hosted the event, along with several volunteers. 

The United Church 
of Christ has a vi-
sion of a just world 
for all. In this world 
all are welcomed, 
everyone is loved 
and justice is inher-
ent. The 3 Great 
Loves is the denom-
inationôs opportunity 
to express how our 
Love of Neighbor, 
Love of Children, 

and Love of Creation work together to address the 
inequities in our current world.   

Love of Neighbor can be expressed in many ways.  
Please visit www.3greatloves.org to see the many 
easy, and important ways, to show Love of Neigh-
bor.   

For December ï Take a neighbor to church or 
volunteer to help out at church with the many 
programs and activities going on during the Ad-
vent/Christmas Season. 

Help the United Church of Christ be a model in our 
church and in our community, to live out the pur-
pose of the UCC: to love God with all our heart, 
mind, soul, and strength and our neighbors as our-
selves.  (Matthew 22) 

Harvest Dinner Spread 

http://www.christmasingrundycounty.org
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Pastoral Care 
The Pastor makes home visits to those who cannot 

get out to the UCC services. Please contact the of-

fice if you or someone you know desire a visit.  We 

are glad to bring Communion to you also. DVDs 

tapes of the Sunday Services are available and can 

be loaned to you upon request. The services are 

also available on Cable TV Reinbeck Channel on 

Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

                 Hospital Calls 
The Pastor makes hospital visits when notified of a 

hospitalization, please contact the church office if you 

know of such a need. Please note that because of 

privacy concerns, hospitals do not contact Pastors 

nor share information with the church, so you MUST 

call to request a visit. There are, on occasion, profes-

sional courtesies involved as well, generally speak-

ing, we limit visits to members of our church or those 

unchurched folks whose needs are not already being 

met by pastors from other churches. 

Chris Nielsen, Penny Snow, Margaret 

Ohrt, Marlys Boege, Jaden Miller, Shirley 

Hansen, Sandi Weber, Marlys Petersen, 

Betty Cheeseman, Janeen Danielsen, 

Charlotte Butikofer, Faye Paulsen, Lloyd 

Smith, Karol Storjohann,  Norma Thede, 

Randy Henry Ohrt, Angie Linder,  Brenda 

Schmidt, Emily Cormany,  Eloise Keller, 

Carsten McKee, Nancy and Julia Witt, 

Laurie (Craig) Greiner, Crystal  Cre-

means, Barb Brandt, Brian Scheumann, 

Lola Clapp, Dirk Dinsdale, Gene Barker, 

Austin Hansen,  Jim Westergaard,  Mar-

lene Schwerin, Claudia Warfel, Vernon 

Conradi, Lisa Peters, Florence Jones,  

Meghan Slessor, Romagene Volkens, Sha-

ron Abbas, our residents at Parkview 

Manor, The Elms, and Westview Estates.  

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Dec.   4  -  Robert Schott 

Dec.   5  -  Mahayla Olson 

Dec. 12  -  Margaret Ohrt 

Dec.14  -  Judy Nehring 

Dec. 21  -  Dave Freeseman 

Dec. 22  -  Colton Henrichs 

Dec. 25  -  Allen Schott 

Dec. 26  -  Abby Jo Henrichs 

Dec. 28  -  James Westergaard 

Dec. 19  -  Steve and 

            Melissa McKinstry 

Dec. 23  -  Del and Nancy 

              Jungling 

 

ARE YOU MISSING ANY OF YOUR 
KITCHEN BOWLS OR PANS??? 
We seem to be accumulating quite a collection 
of kitchenware from food being donated to fu-
neral lunches, etc. 

Please check the shelf in the kitchen to see if 
anything there belongs to you.  Thanks. 


